
Check weather forecast
Do not plant if Santa Ana winds or extremely high temperatures are 
in the forecast. Similarly, it is best not to plant when soil is satu-
rated since working in very wet soil can lead to compaction.  Allow 
time for soil to partially dry following heavy or long periods of rain. 
If the soil is dry, water before planting so soil is moderately moist.

Water containers
The container plant should be well hydrated before you transplant 
it. Water it several hours before transplanting.

Dig hole
It should be as deep as the soil depth of 
the container but wider than the pot. If you 
have clay soil, rough the outer surface of 
the hole.

Decant plant
Unless you are working with a plant that 
has brittle or delicate roots, gently shake 
off the potting soil. If the roots are circling 
the pot, unwind them and stretch them out. 

Set in hole
Place the plant in the hole making sure that 
the root crown (the spot where the stem(s) 
go up and the roots go down) is level with 
the surface or slightly above it.

Fill hole
Use surrounding soil. Do not use amendments 

or fertilizers. Pat down soil. Be gentle but firm. 
Eliminate large pockets that will dry quickly but 

do not overly compact the soil. It takes a bit of 
experience but most people are too gentle. Don't 

stomp on the ground but pat it down firmly.

Create berm
Create a ring of soil about 6 inches from the 

plant to keep the water from running off. You 
may need to remove the berm if the plant is 

waterlogged from excessive rain or irrigation.

Spread mulch
Keep the plant stem clear of piled up soil and mulch. 
Mulch moderates soil temperature, prevents the soil 

from drying quickly, helps with weed control, and 
gives your new garden a finished look. 

Water thoroughly
Drink a beer. Go back and water thoroughly again. The 
root area and the surrounding soil should be thoroughly 

wet. This is surprisingly difficult especially in heavy and clay-rich soils. You 
might even need to go out again about an hour later to water once more. Do not 
water the plant again until the soil has started to dry out, though it is important 
that you don't wait for it to get too dry before watering these brand new plants.
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