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Native Plant Garden
Writer
Lecturer
Consultant
Photographer

www.WeedingWildSuburbia.com
barbara.eisenstein@gmail.com
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Qtateé ‘approx. 2% of land use (Crlstlna |\/||IeS| 20 0'5).







NASA — Visible Earth
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/imagerecord s/6000/6019/frac_turfgrass_Irg.jpg

0.0 Fractional Turf Grass Area 1.0



http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/imagerecord s/6000/6019/frac_turfgrass_Irg.jpg
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Planning
« Removing the lawn
« Planting
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Bold: tear it all out!
e Pros:

— Will make big difference
— Not constrained by existing plants

e Cons:

— Can be big disaster if it fails
— Expensive

— Mistakes are costly

— Neighbors get nervous




% %%
=g Moderate: section by section
. 5.
i Pros:
— Cost spread over time
— Learn as you go along
— Reduces costly errors

— Can control irrigation to section for greater
flexibility

s+ Cons:
— Takes longer to complete full yard design

— May be constrained by some existing
landscaping

— Yard may have a disjointed look
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e Pros:

— Cost spread over time
— Learn as you go along
— Least disruption to yard

e Cons:

— Constrained by existing landscaping
— Takes long time to complete full yard design

— Yard with “thirsty” tropical plants, can only add
thirsty natives.
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Plant selection tips
e Match the plant to the site
 Read and believe the label — it will get that big!

« For native plant selection, learn about where the
plant or its parents come from (desert, slopes,
marshes, N. Calif.)

« Select healthy plants
« Choose plants that are locally native




Plant selection tips

e See the plants in action:
— Open space (especially locally)
— Gardens of neighbors and friends
— Gardens: RSABG, TPF, SBBG
— Spring native plant garden tours




Spectrum of approaches
Planning
Removing lawn
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50 ways to murder your lawn (well
5 anyway)
— Sharp instrument (shovel)
— Remove life-support (neglect)
— Suffocation
— Poison
— Cook




Sharp Instrument
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Home | About | Resources |

Native Sanctuary”

Gardening*with Califorriia Native Plrits

http //natlvesanctuary wordpress com/category/lawn,u ,

rig ¥ e r

Cardboarding vour Bermuda Lawn
Posted by Orchid under going native, lawn, saving water

2] Comments

Cardboarding Pasadena Backyard © 2008 Orchid Black



Home | About | Resources |

Native Sanctuary”

Garde.nfng"wd th Califormia Native Plants

http://nativesanctuary.yvordpress.com/'ca_tegory[lawn;._...,,_. ,

and replant the lawn areas with
St. Augustine, than to deal
endlessly with Bermuda runners.

-

-

Cardard and Muleh on Planting Day © 2008 Orchid Black

When time comes to plant, if the cardboard remains, holes can be cut into it with a box knife and

SN | - : 1 I a AT Al - | L



‘ Showing posts with label Lawn Removal. Show all Blog Archive

posts v 2009 (31)
Sunday, August 9, 2009 » December (1)
Between the Sheets - Part 4 > October (3)
Day 1 - Lawn Removal, Day 2 - Irrigation and Grading and Day 3 > September (3)

- Sheet Mulching. Now for the fun stuff: Plants, irrigation and
mulching. This is the part where the yard looks a lot less like a huge
birthday present and more like a garden. Between the Sheets - Part 4

Between the Shests -
Between the Sheels -
Between the Sheets -

July (1)
June (1)

¥ August (4)

May (2)
April (2)
March (1)

rF¥YyY¥ ¥y vy

Feb 4
planting ki o

> January (9)

Spotting the plants into the garden should take some time. Time to > 2008 (1)
consider the arowth of the olant and how it will interact with it's
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CALIEORNIAN NATIVE Prants For EasT BAy GARDENS

P HeDruary (4)

Planting
= January (9)
Spotting the plants into the garden should take some time. Time to » 2008 (1)
consider the growth of the plant and how it will interact with it's
neighbors, also time to consider it's best face and from which Native Blooms...

direction it will be viewed and time to remove the twigs from my
shoulder carefully placed by a finch who thinking any object inanimate
for so long must be a tree. Maybe it didn't need to take quite as long
a5 I originally thought.

Categories
M @ Adult western yellowjacket (1)
(11 v ARy
I % Aphids (1)
' % Berries (1)
Blogs (1)
4 Bulbs (1)
& Butterfly Planks (3)

Cnce the plants are spotted it's a simple case of cutting the

cardboard approximately 1-2" away from the pot. % califorian Hatives (1)

% Containers (3)
Cultivars (2}

- Design (11)

w#  Drip Irrigation (4)

& Fall (1)

&  Grasslands (5)

o Insects (2)

& IPM(2)

¥ Lawn Removal (4)

#  Mallows 1)




Poison
Apply glyphosate (Roundup TM) to actively growing plants.
For Bermuda grass you will need to reapply several times.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roundup




Cook It

See http://www.rsabg.org/
Gardening with Native Plants>gardening tips> misc. gardening

tips)




Native Plaat Gardesr Hotline Information Sheet

FIVE STEPS TO WEED CONTROL THROUGH SOLARIZATION

1. Prepare the soil. Pull any weeds or old erops. Turn in any sofl amendments
and then rake the surface smooth. It's important to remeve any stoncs or
Glumps that might raise the plastic and create air pockets that could cause
uneven heating,

2. Water thoroughly. This ereates 100 percent humidity under the plastic,
which acts with the heat to kill all those unwanted eritters, T you must walk on The surface
while placing the plastic, the soil should not be o wet or it will compact badly.

3. Dig atrench all around the bed or plot 6-8 inches deep.
4. Lay a clear plastic sheet. 3-6 mm thick, over the area, overlapping the trénch

on all sides. Fill in the teench, weighing down the plastic while pulling it as
tight as possible.

5. 5it back, relax, and wait, Although clowdy weather will slow things down by cooling the soil
under the tarp, a few weeks of sunshine will improve your soil dramatically, g
easily, and inexpensively. If vou live in an arca with cool or clondy
summers, or if you just don't want 1o wait all season, you can speed up the
process by adding a second sheet of plastic. Using the hoops commaonly
used to elevate row covers or bird netting, raise the second sheet of plastic
owver the ground-level sheel. The airspace between acts as a temperature
buffer zone during cloudy weather and the combination of the two sheets of
plastic serves to raise the soil temperature an additional 6 degrees,

Regarding types of plastic appropriate for the
solarization process: vou wani a plastic that won't
degrade into tiny pieces in the soil, can be pulled
tightly over the surface. and is resistant to tearing. A
lintle surprisingly, it has been found that clear plastic
is hetter than black plastic. The sunlight passes
through the clear plastic, heats up the soil and the
water, in effect steaming the soil. It produces a
mini-greenhouse effect on vour soil. [t is important
o keep the plastic close to (he soil, withoot too
much air beneath the plastic.

For more: information check owl the University of California
Soil Solarization Informational Websiter (hiip:/solaruekas cdu/new pazel him).

RANCHO SANTA ANA BOTANIC GARDEN B i
1500 Morth College Avenue, Clananont, CA 21711 & ] i
Phe S09-625-8T6T - Webaire: erabgorg 4

Garden Hotlhee Phone: 996240838 « Fmal: rsabg hormnfofllepu.edua
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When

Rule of Thumb:
October - February, maybe March.

— Trees and shrubs
mid-October - February

— Subshrubs, perennials and vines
mid-October — April




When

— Do not plant when temperatures are
forecasted to spike at 100 degrees

— Soil should be cool and not hot and moist
(Native plants are prone to root diseases)
— Do not plant when soll is saturated

— Riparian plants can be planted anytime of the
year (kind of)




How
— Dig a hole and put the plant in







And how

 Don’t amend the soill

* Hole should be as deep and twice (or more)
as wide (rough up the edges)

* Do not plant too deep

» Gently spread the roots, correct wrapped
roots, in some cases it is good to remove
much of the potting soll

* Place in hole, check height and orientation,
plant straight




And how

Fill hole level with surrounding soil (do not
bury the root crown)

Press soil to remove air pockets, don’t over
compact

In most cases, do not fertilize native plants

Remove nursery stake from tree. Only stake
trees that need it

Create berm around plant so water soaks in
and doesn't just run off

Water thoroughly. Come back in 15 minutes
and do it again












CLTY OF SOUTH PASADENA

PUBLL: WORKS DEFPARTHENT
1414 M1S510N STREET, SOUTH PASADENA, TA 81030
TEL: GZB.403.7240 = FAX: 5206.403, 7241
WAL CL.SOUTH-PASADENA.CAUS

March 20, 2009

Jumes P. and Barbara D. Eisenstein
1852 Monterey Road
South Pasadena, CA 91030
Subicct: PAREWAY VEGETALTION OBSTRUCTION
Diear Resident:
We have received a report of vegetation growing in the parkway adjacent to your home
obstructing the public sidewalk in violation of South Pasadena City Code Section 31.49 and 31.1.
To correct these conditions, We sugiest you cut down the vegetation 1o no higher than | 2-inches.
Fur your information, we have enclosed City Code Yection 31.48, Parkway Improvements which
outlines atl provisions fer parkway planting. We greatly appreciate yout efforts to correct these
conditions, and thenk vou for your coaperation.
1f vou have any guestions regarding this matter please feel free 1o contact us.
Sincerely,
il

1a Harder e

Public Works Assistant

o Jesse Baraas, Maintenance Superintendent
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CITY OF 30UTH PASADENA

FIRE DEPARTMENT
E17 MOUND AVENUE, SCHITH PASADENA, CA 3130
(RI6) $00-THH

BRUSH VIOLATION NOTICE
# dsrecrionpared sl T maPECTOR®YS S e | VS
INSPECTION LOCATION: _{ 5.3 A= Jif it Lobly e ) JF
FROPERTY OWNER:

a” A . p y ‘f %400
CITY: s 37 b g gty STATE_ | ZIF CODE: o i

mmmn- umwm‘nunwmm\rmm FPASATHEM A MUNICEFAL CODE ANDWOR UNIFORM FIRE
ECKET :CRR i, FATLURE TO COMPLY WILL RESULT IN LEGAL ACTOON. IN ADDHTION, THE
W;‘rmm

EREMISES IDENTIFICATION:
[0 1. Approved mosbes or edcesses shell be provided for 63 new szd enivag beildings in such o pesition es b be plaialy +isibl asd laghic
from the st o pad Gosting te progeety. Numbess S0 contre, with their backgroond (UFC 901 4.4).

mmmmmsmhmlmmﬂwnﬂﬂmmw“mhﬁmm.m
H!’w-ﬂlﬁnﬂuﬂ:ﬁlﬂ-ﬁhw.hmﬁm wesdy, b or éther combsrtible mesensl, sod which smid nibsish and wesne munsrisd
weolild came e efe o e of e firs huges o be wore diITieoH tham such pobbish snd wasis malerial bevsin
shove meneraed k] b ordened renerved rom (he popmies (SPMIC 163,251

I 5. Clear snd remores all Baemmablc snd ombustible vopetation keosted within 39 feet erpund any srsoters with the evoepeion of Specimen bativng
Shunshs {This kschudes omamemiel piansts sod trees keown W be Nareable, cluding b not limiced o Aceciy, Coder, Cypres, Bacatyphs,
Furriper, Fite pol Pampis Graes. Excmging: Ormamental plints and tnoes fosl am indEvidealhe planied; or coliosd gromd oover sach o
TeEn gras, vy, soncobesh oo similar plents, speced sad maiscained in oech & maener g they dio sl G & mean of memiting fir Fom

antive growih o the smuciere )
D 4. Clomr, cut back, ihin oet, trim wp sod recwove flammaibis vegetation o combrassihle groeth for 3 Ssmance of!
[0 30%
O oot
0 200 feet - EXTRA HAZARDOUS AREA
T weaimiain & Besght of of seiie thin | B isches nov Jees Shan 3 iches in ondér to mainbrin s sdeguats fire bk aned not te B o fos! Gadder
S aAy Simactang.
0 5 BOADWAYS: Ciear und rerivvee all Rasernable conbessile growth for & minescs of 10 Feet on cach side of svary madway
whitor puhlic oo prives.
[ & TEEES: Remove diesporven of sy oee far exsends withis 10 foct of the st of u caingey or suvepiee, Maintain sey tres sdjacent 1o or
overhanging any beidding Foo desd or dyig wood,
0 7 BOOF: Mairisin e reof of any srchare fres of beaves, sesdies or olher vegeinive growih.
|:| i1 COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS: Mo fre wood, remur, composd of other comberlible materisl shal] be placed or stored withm 50
feet of my buildag or stucnms.
0 9 SPARKARRESTOUR: Provide chimmey wit an approved spack srinor irving opesings oo Buger than nos-balf inch sad coastriscrsd of

v, hexvy wirs mosh o ather noscominestitic mubariel (SPMC 11097,
0 o0 BLEGAL DUMPING: Mo persen shell dursp any prrbege, thissh, or combrastible waste mtertal in of upos hasardos fire soms or aloag my
ol voudeny or Bighvery o o beood o anes

0 il LPGCASSTORAGE TANKS: Cletm wd cemovs sl grass, trash or combos Is b it o e o 10 et fren iy
P ga storiggs ok comiviner. Tamkes shall be placed oa & iahle fersndaion with *M0 SMOKING™ sign pliced ne thon.
COMMENTE: Qﬂ- Ppges J cfpg- g phos. oo biy e Bk il
Flopwi piaedny A3 g o | S OV R IR B "
gl B L oE pebe by gl i e

TUMHWMNMMWMMWM thal are in vielation. The conditions indicated ahove
matst e coavected on or before

B REINSFECTION DATE: ITEMS CORRECTED:
0 REMNSPECTION DATE: Eﬂéﬁ,—_‘,zf ITEMS CORRECTED:
0 sHOW CAUSE INSPECTION: ITEMS CORRECTER,
[ REFER TODISTRICT ATTORNEY;

O MSPECTION COMPLETE: : INSPECTOR:
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